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Earl of 


To the KING, 7an. 25. 1580. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 

+ HE Lords here preſent, together with divers other Pcers of the Realm, taking notic® 
that by Your late Proclamation Your Majeſty has declared an Intention of Callizg a Par- 
liament at Oxford ; and obſerving from Hiſtories and Records, how unfortunate many ſuch 
« Aſſemblies have been, when Calied at Places Remote from Your Capital City z as particular- 
; Do Congreſs in Henry the Second's Time, art Clarendon, three ſeveral Parliaments at 
Ix ford 1» Henry the Third's Time z and that at Coventry in Henry the Sixth's T;me 
with divers others which have proved fatal to thoſe Kings, and have been followed with 
great Miſchicfs on the K ingdom ; and confidering the preſent Poſture of Afﬀairs, the many 
{calorſfies and” Diſcontems which are amongſ} the People, we have great Cauſe ro apprehend 
i hat the Conſequences of the Sitting of a Farliament tow at Oxford;” may be-as fatab to Your 
AMajefty, and the Nation, as thoſe others ment 1onea bave been to the then Reigning Kings 3 
And therefore we doconcerve that we caunot at ſwer it to God, to Tour Mafeſty, or to the 
Peeple ; if we being Peers of the Realm, ſhould not on ſo important an Ofcafion, humbly offer 
our Advice to Your Majeſty, that, if poſſible, Your Majejly may be Prevailed with to alter 
this (45 we apprehend) unſeaſonable Keſelution, The Grounds and Reafons of our Opinion 

are contained un this our Petition, which we hi.mbly preſent to Tour Majeſty. | 


To the KING'S Moſt Fxcellent Majeſty. The 
Humble. PETITION and Advice of the Lords 
undernamed; PEERS of the Realm. 


Elumbly ſheweth, 


1 'Hat whereas Your Majeſty bath been 
pleaſed, by divers Speeches and Meſ- 
ſages, to Your Houſes of Parliament, 
rightly ro repreſenr to them the dangers 
that threatned Your Majeſty's Perſon, and 


| And the Lord Chancellor, in purſuance of 
Your Majeſty's Command, having more at 
Jargetemonſtrated the ſaid Dangersro be 
as great 'as we, in the midſt of our fears, 
could imagine them; and fo prefling, thact 


the whole Kingdom, from the miſchievous 
and wicked Plors of the Papiſts, and the too 
ſuddain growth .of a Foriegn Power, unto 
which no ſtop-or-remedy could be provided, 
unleſs it were by Parliament, and an-Union 
of all Your Majeſty's Proteſtant Subjects 
in-one Mind and Intereſt, 


"*- 
#> 


our Liberties, Religion, Lives, and the 
whole Kingdom, would be certainly loſt, if 
a ſpeedy Proviſion were not made againſt 
them. 

And Your Majeſty on the 21ſt of April, 
1679, baving call'd unto Your Council ma- 


ny honourable and worthy -perſons, and de- 
LY | clad 


clar'd unto them and Your whole Kingdom, 
that being ſenſible of rhe Evil Effetts of a 


” 


| 


Popery, Promoters of French Deſigns, and 


Enemies ro Your Majeſty and the King--. 


ſingle Miniſtry, or private Advices, or Fo- {dom ( withour the Advice, and as we 
rein Commirrees, for the general DireCtion have good Reaſon ro believe, againſt the 


of Your, Aﬀeairs, Your Ma jcltyg would for 
the fururetcler*alf things unro that Coun- 
ci]. And by the Corſtant Advice of them , 
rogether with the. frequent Ute of Your 
Great Council the Parliament, Your Majeſty 
was reſolved hereafter ro Govern Your 
Kingdoms, we hegon to hope we ſhould 
ſce an end of our Miſeries. * 

But ty 0ur unſpeakable Grief and Sorrow, 
we lvon tyurd our Expectations fruſtrated ; 
the Parliament then ſubſiiting, was Pro- 
rogucd and Piflolved before ir coutt per- 
felt what was interided for our Relief and 
Security; And though another was there- 
upon call'd, yer by many Prorogarions , 
ic was pur ,off to the 211 of Octever laſt : 
And notwithſtarding Your Majeſty vas 
then again;pleas'd to acknowledge, thatnei- 
ther Your: Perſon nor the Kingdom coul.i be 
ſafe unti] the Matter of the Plot was gone 
through, it was unexpectedly Prorogued or 
the rentn day of this Month , before any 
ſuffticienc Order could be taken therein: 
All their Juſt and Pious Endeavours to (ave 
the Nation' were overthrown; the good 
Bills they had been induſtriouſly preparing 
to unite all Your Proteſtant Subjects , 
brought to-naughr, The Diſcovery of the 
Iriſh Plot ſtifled, The Wirnefles thag.came| 
in frequently more fully to declare, that 
both of England and Ireland diſcouraged. 
Thoſe Foreign Kir - doms 2nd States, who by 
a happy Conjurttion with us, might give 3 
check tO rhe French Power difhearrned ; 
even to ſuch .a Deſpair of their own Secu- 
rity againſt the growiny Greatneſs of thar 
Morarch, as we fear inay induce. them to 


| 


| 


| 


Opinion of :Your Privy Council) had been 
prevailed with'ito Diffolve ir, ar@ to ca!] 
another to meet at Oxford, where neither 
Lords nor Commons can be in ſafery, bur 
will be daily expoſed to rhe Sworcs of the 
Papiits and. their adherents, of whom roo 
mary, have crept into Your Majeſties 
Guards. The Liberty of ſpeaking,according 
to their Confciences, will be thereby de- 
!trayed, and the Validity of all their Acts 
and Procee ings conſiſting in it, left diſpu- 
table: 1he itraftneſs of rhe place no ways 


Fadmits of ſuch a Concoutſe of perſons as 


now follows every Patliament, The Wit- 
neſles which are neceſſary to give Evidence 
againit the Popith Lords, ſuch Judges, or 
others whom the Cummons have [mpeach- 
ed, or had refolved co lmpeach, can neither 
bear the Charge of going thither, nor truſt 
themiclves under the Protection of a Par-_ 
{iamentc, that is ir felf evidently under the 
power of Guards and Souldrers. | 
The Premiſes conlidered, We Your Ma- 
jeſties Petiticncrs our of a juſt Abhorrence 
of ſuch a dangerous and pernicious Counſel 
(which the Aurhors bave cor dared to a-- 
vow) and rhe direful apprehenſions of the 
Calamities and Miſeries that may enſse 
therenpon, -do make it our moſt humble 
Prayer and Aqvice, that the Parliament 
may not'Sit at a place where ic will not be 
able to a& with that Freedom, which is 
neceſlary and eſſential co give unto theic 
Atts and Proceedings,that Authority which 
they ought to have amongſt the People, 
and have ever had, unleſs impaired by fome 
awe upon them (of which there wancs nor 


take new Reſolutions, and perhaps fuch «s,Prefidents,) And that. Your Majeſty will 
may be fatal to us. The Strength and Cuu: 'be gracioully pleaſed co order It (0 Sit at 


rage of our Enemice, both at heme and 
abroad increaſed ; and our (elves left-n the 
utincſt Danger of 'fee'irg our | Courtry 
brought into utter Detularion, 

In theſe great Exrremities we had ro- 
thing under God to comforr ns, but the 
hopes that Your Majeſty being rouched 
wiih-rhe Grears of Your perithing People, 


would have futfered the Parliament tro]. 


meet at the day unto which, it. was Pro- 
rogued, and that no farther Iterruptions 
Gould have been_given. to their Proceed- 
Wwge,. 1 order to the ſaving gt the Nation: 
Bur rbat failed us too, when we heard 
rhat;Your Majeſty, by the private ſuggeiti- 


ons gf ſome wicked pertons, Favourers. of 
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 Weſim;;nſter, it being the oſual Place, and 


where they -may + Conſult and AQRt with 
Safety and Freedom. 


And Your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, 
QC. 


TJoumoath. 
Aent,” 
Fiuntington. 
B ed, ord. 
Sal stury. 
Clare. 
Stamford. 
E{ex. 

FYrr ne: ag 
thar the Elephant and Caſile 


\) hafi tesbury. 
Mordant. 
Eire. 

Gray. 
Pagitt. 
Eloward. 
Ferbert. 
De-la-mere,. 


_1n Cornhill, near the Ryal Exchange. 1681, 
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